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exceeding great and wealthy, and had in power and authoritie exceeded many Kings and tyrants, yea euen those which by their willes and testaments might haue left great possessions to their children : he neuer for all that increased his fathers goods and patrimony left him, the value of a grote in sillier. And yet the historiographer Thucydides doth set forth plainely inough, the greatnesse of his power. And the Comicall poets also of that time do report it maliciously vnder couert words, calling his familiar friends, the new Pysistratides, saying,-how they must make him sweare and protest he would neuer be King: gluing vs thereby to vnderstand that his authority was too exceeding great for a popular gouernement And Teleclides (amongst other) saith, that the Athenians had put into his hands the reuenue of the townes and cities vnder their obedience, and the towns themselues, to bind the one, and loose the other, and to pull downe their wals, or to build them againe at his pleasure. They gaue him power, to make peace and alliance : they gaue all their force, treasure, and authority, and all their goods wholy into his hands. But this was not for a litle while, nor in a geere of fauour, that should continue for a time: but this held out forty yeares together, he being alwayes the chiefe of his city amongst the Ephialtes, the Leocrates, the Mironides, the Cimons, the Tolmides, and the Thucydides. For after he had preuailed against Thucydides, and had banished him, he yet remained chiefe aboue all other, the space of fifteene yeares. Thus hauing attained a regall dignity to commaund all, which continued as aforesaid, where no other cap tain es authority endured but one yeare: he euer kept himselfe vpright from bribes and mony, though otherwise he was no ill husband, and could warily looke to his owne. As for his lands and goods left him by his parents, that they mis-caried not by negligence, nor that they should trouble